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By far, the best way to protect your drinking water is to keep it clean in 
the first place. Whether your drinking water is piped to your house from a 
centralized municipal supply or you have your own well or intake, simple 
changes in your everyday routines will help to keep pollution out of our 
drinking water.

Sewers and Septic Systems 
If they are properly used and maintained, sewers and septic systems help to 
keep sewage from affecting sources of drinking water.

•	 DO use biodegradable, ‘green’ cleaning products and personal care 
products.

•	 DO wipe greasy pots and pans before washing them

•	 DO have your septic tank pumped out every three to five years and 
protect your filter bed (keep it free of trees and shrubs, and avoid  
driving over it).

•	 DON’T pour unused paints, chemicals or medication down sinks or 
toilets.

•	 DON’T flush paper towels and other non-biodegradable wastes.

Fuel 
A small amount of fuel can cause a large volume of water to be unsafe to 
drink. The use and storage of fuel is common in our area. It’s used as a heat 
source for homes, as a power supply and for a variety of yard equipment 
and vehicles.

•	 DO inspect home heating oil tanks regularly, upgrade old tanks, use drip 
trays, and install alarms to identify leaks.

•	 DO report any spills to the Spills Action Centre (1-800-268-3000).

•	 DON’T handle or store gasoline or other fuels near wells or storm 
drains.
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In the Yard 
Gardening, lawn maintenance and winter de-icing can all affect drinking 
water. Fertilizers, pesticides and de-icers can run off the ground surface or 
soak into the ground, making its way into our drinking water sources.

•	 DO apply and store fertilizers, pesticides and de-icing products away 
from wells, streams and lakes.

•	 DO maintain a thik, healthy area of vegetation next to streams and 
lakes.

•	 DO choose a ‘green’ de-icing product, or use sand or kitty litter on  
slippery areas.

•	 DO pick up pet waste regularly. This is especially important to do before 
it rains or snow melts.

•	 DON’T apply more salt than needed and never apply salt when the 
temperature is below -10 C.

Your Water Supply 
Depending on where you live, you may be responsible for your own well/in-
take, or you could have access to a municipal drinking water supply. What-
ever your situation, it’s important to take good care of the drinking water 
supply system.

•	 DO keep your well or intake in good working order, and keep it clear 
of vegetation that can provide nesting areas for rodents as well as any 
sources of pollution (for example, chemical storage).

•	 DO sample private water supplies regularly.

•	 DO hire a licensed well contractor to properly plug unused well and to 
upgrade any sub-standard wells.

•	 DON’T connect downspouts to the sewer or your septic system.

 
Want to learn more about keeping your drinking water safe? 
Visit our website www.cleanwatercataraqui.ca
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