
Cataraqui Source Protection Plan Primer
 
Source Protection Plans are made under the Clean Water Act, 2006, and direct local efforts to keep sources of 
drinking water clean and plentiful. The Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change approved the Catara-
qui Source Protection Plan on November 26, 2014 and it becomes effective April 1, 2015. 

What is the Cataraqui Source Protection Plan?

It is a locally developed plan of action to reduce  
threats to sources of drinking water. 

The Cataraqui Source Protection Plan focuses on 
the protection of municipal drinking water supplies 
and also includes policies for the entire Cataraqui 
Source Protection Area.

Development of the Source Protection Plan  
included technical studies and public consultation. 
A Source Protection Committee with 16 com-
munity members worked to guide technical work, 
consider stakeholder input and develop a locally  
viable plan to protect drinking water sources. 

What are sources of drinking water?

In the Cataraqui Source Protection Area, people rely on drinking water from both groundwater and 
surface water.

Groundwater sources are aquifers below the ground. Drinking water is drawn up to the surface from 
wells drilled into an aquifer.

Surface water sources include lakes and rivers. Drinking water is drawn through an intake pipe  
located near the lake or river bottom. 

Source protection plans focus on municipal intakes and wells. The areas surrounding an intake are 
called Intake Protection Zones (IPZ). The areas surrounding a municipal well are called Wellhead 
Protection Areas (WHPA). It is in these locations that actions included in the source protection plan 
must or should be taken to protect the drinking water supply.



There are 12 intake protection zones 
and wellhead protection areas in the 
Cataraqui Source Protection Area:

 •  Kingston: Cana WHPA 
 •  Lansdowne WHPA 
 •  Mallorytown: Miller Manor WHPA 
 •  Greater Napanee: A.L. Dafoe IPZ and  
     Sandhurst Shores IPZ 
 •  Bath IPZ 
 •  Brockville IPZ 
 •  Amherstview: Fairfield IPZ 
 •  Gananoque: James W. King IPZ 
 •  Kingston Central IPZ 
 •  Kingston: Point Pleasant IPZ 
 •  Sydenham  IPZ

What are the benefits of protecting 
source water?

Source protection is intended to ensure that ac-
tivities don’t pollute the source of drinking water. 
Some chemicals such as liquid fuels and solvents 
are not removed from water, even with a water 
treatment system. It is much easier to keep water 
clean than it is to try and clean it up afterwards. 
In some cases, pollution cannot be cleaned up 
and the resulting contamination can ruin a water 
source forever. Protecting drinking water sources 
can also benefit tourism and recreation, as well 
as providing good fish and wildlife habitat.

What about rural landowners? 

The Cataraqui Source Protection Plan also includes recommendations to protect more widespread 
sensitive groundwater areas called highly vulnerable aquifers and significant groundwater recharge 
areas. More than 90 percent of the Cataraqui Source Protection Area is identified as a highly vulner-
able aquifer and significant groundwater recharge areas are also extensive. The entire area is charac-
terized by thin soils and fractured bedrock so that water and any pollutants on the ground can easily 
soak in and potentially affect drinking water sources.  

Intake Protection Zone (IPZ)

Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA)



What is a drinking water threat?

A drinking water threat is an activity in the area surrounding a municipal well or intake pipe that has 
the potential to harm the quality or quantity of water. 

Under the Clean Water Act, there are 21 provincial drinking water threats. There are two local drink-
ing water threats in the Cataraqui Source Protection Region. The Assessment Report identifies the 
types and number of existing drinking water threats to the municipal wells and intakes.  Drinking water 
threats are classified as significant, moderate, or low depending on how close to the drinking water 
supply the activity is taking place and the potential of the activity to contaminate the drinking water 
source.

All policies to address significant drinking water threats are mandatory and apply to small areas 
around three WHPAs and three IPZs (Sydenham, Gananoque, Brockville).

Some drinking water threats  
included in the plan are:

 •  storage of fuel (furnace oil tanks) 
 •  septic systems 
 •  application and storage of pesticides 
 •  application and storage of nutrients  
    (manure, bio-solids) 
 •  use of land for livestock 
 •  storage of road salt and snow 
 •  storage of chemicals 
     (organic solvents and others)

Spilled oil can seep into soils and groundwater and flow into 
the rivers and lakes that supply your drinking water, causing 
contamination.

Intake Protection Zone (IPZ)

Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA)

Septic systems that are in good working order help reduce 
the risk of drinking water contamination, both to your water 
supply and your neighbour’s.

 

Take care when handling, storing or using chemicals, pesti-
cides and fertilizers. Spills of these products can make our 
water supplies unsafe for consumption.

http://www.cleanwatercataraqui.ca/studies-and-reports/assessment-report


What is the Assessment Report?

Drinking water threats for each municipal well and water intake were evaluated and ranked as part of 
the Assessment Report, 2011. A copy of the complete Assessment Report and an Executive  
Summary of the report are available at www.cleanwatercataraqui.ca.

How will the Source Protection Plan be implemented?

Municipalities, provincial ministries, the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority, and others are respon-
sible for implementing the Plan. Policies clearly identify who is responsible, when it must be complet-
ed, and how to report on progress. 

The policies can be voluntary or mandatory. They identify the actions that the CRCA, the provincial 
government, and the municipality can take to protect drinking water sources. The Plan encourages 
stewardship of drinking water sources, recommends research, includes land us planning policies, 
requires risk management plans, and prohibits certain activities that would be a significant drinking 
water threat. 

What are risk management plans?

The Plan contains policies under Part IV of the Clean Water Act to prohibit activities or require risk 
management plans for certain significant drinking water threats in the following areas:

 •  Cana WHPA (Kingston)    •  Lansdowne WHPA 
 •  Miller Manor WHPA (Mallorytown)  •  Sydenham IPZ 
 •  Brockville IPZ     •  James W. King IPZ (Gananoque)

On behalf of the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority, the Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority 
provides risk management services via a regional office for all but the Township of Leeds and the 
Thousand Islands.

A risk management plan is an agreement to regulate how an activity that has the potential to harm the 
quality of a drinking water source is managed on a specific property. The plan outlines what actions 
are required to control how the activity will be carried out in order to minimize or remove the risk to the 
source of drinking water. The benefit of a risk management plan is that it allows certain activities that 
are a significant drinking water threat to continue to occur, provided that the measures agreed upon in 
the risk management plan are followed. 

Who are the Risk Management Officials for your area?
Regional Risk Management Office 
613-546-4228 or 1-877-956-2722 
 •  Risk Management Official/Inspector Lead: Holly Evans (ext. 233) 
 • Risk Management Official/Inspector Support: Andrew Schmidt (ext. 244) 

Township of Leeds and the Thousand Islands 
613-659-2415 
 •  Risk Management Official/Inspector: Andrew Day (ext. 217)
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Where are more resources available?

To view an online copy of the Source Protection Plan, Explanatory Document, or Assessment Report, 
please visit cleanwatercataraqui.ca.
To view a printed copy of the Source Protection Plan, please call the Cataraqui Region Conserva-
tion Authority Administration Office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., from Monday to Friday. A copy will be 
made available for you to view.

 

  

CATARAQUI REGION 
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